Differences in glycosylation of intracellular proteins between benign and malignant thyroid neoplasms.
Differences in glycosylation of nuclear and cytosolic proteins isolated from benign and malignant human thyroid neoplasms were analyzed by lectin blotting and enzyme linked lectino-solid-phase assay using Erythrina cristagalli and Ricinus communis agglutinins. The results reported in this study have not shown any significant differences in lectin binding by nuclear proteins of benign and malignant tumors, however, quantitative and qualitative differences were observed in the patterns of cytosolic glycoproteins. In the majority of carcinomas samples lectin binding to cytosolic proteins was definitely weaker in comparison with adenomas and non-neoplastic specimens, which suggested alterations in glycosylation of cytosolic proteins in malignant tumors.